._

Steye Arthiir, o Chroniels
eolttmadst, can be reached gt

At sarhin

phranicloomline. oo

That's & good! question, 8wt

i?

S0, Ext, 375, or by o-mail

toward  “"Why can'twe find ways to halp
our own people; toa?™

predatary

[ram

B Reipforce the [inancial

® Push regulatory reforms
benefits of work with tax cred-
its, subsidies, and policies jlh.ul
rotect earnings and benefits,
When we send 50 much aid

eredit-building opportunities.

ineome  Americans

ELITErE

Toar-

g families who are eligispome communities where lenders.

Lt

te and entice maln-  that protect low-income eor-

are things that can be
Vi

y Foundation report says, services that can lead low- oversess, people I talk to ask,

produce needer @ Governments and agencies
wier in blighted areas

¢ done to allér @ Provide financial edues- @

e

seholds with by offering high-interest Joar
te supports like derestimate the purchasing

hat prevents many —dguld in
percent 1n 20 — |ow-intomiseam  retailers

warkin

b

le from taking advantage oigdies show businesses often

federal 2nd =ta

aration food stamps?

services These same husin

reent ol eqfook another slice of the p

Is it pride, ignorance or the

inability to

lorms §

{L'an things b
this grim reality? Yaes, thesn gnd access to fAnancial

i

ding more  on anticipated refinds,
Iy

“third 'of their income

on housing

]
ST

ures that many of

h eomplex appli-

Even the Earned Income Tax

Credit has sue

low-income ho
elaimed the benefit had to turn

the 162 million fmilies wiho
o expensive tax prep

children waps
than one
cation proced

ey

eiin dig & deep pit of debt for a

strupgeling family

Casey

undation report, Kids Count
4, tells us that 50 pe

Continued from Page 1C

Aorecent Annie [

compounding One missed pay-
F

ment or 8 medical emer

FABLES

Testerday vs. today
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N Health care costs ereate
lifelong debl for uninsured
low-wage workers who can't
paiy rent and put foed on the
Tﬂhle and af the same time pay
Insurance premiums, too —
which 5 why 30 many
Americans are without health
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B The high cost of deeent

childeare makes it difficult for
mothers to work davtime jobs
and still profit, which often
means children are et home
unattended.
_ W House ownership? High
interest lenders often wictim-
ize low-income families, which
means that if they want &
house loan, the poor pay more,
which contributes to inereased
evicfiones,

B Even banking services
cosl more. The businesses that
do cater to low-income Fami-
lies often requine as much as 3
percent of their incomes on
check cashing fees,
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Poor work
harder, get
nowhere

itrus County is sorely
biirdened by its share of

poverty, and: by those
who take advantage of the
weakened state of the poor;

The 17,5, Census report indi-
cates elmost 12 percent of
Citrus County residents live
below the poverty level, about
the zame level as the state of
Florids,

Although more than 25 mil-
lion parents have been pushed
from welfare ‘fo work in the
last 10 years; the living stan-
dards of the disedvantaged
have not improved (o any great
degres

These low-income: working
Ffamilies ‘=till pay more for
housing, food and transporta-
tion than do their more afflu-
il pountrymen who get better
rates becauze they are better
credit risks.

Thoze who worked theirway
up [rom the depths of the
Great Depreszion may scofl at
today’s poor, saying these are
weak souls who don't have the
gumption - {0 =zee  things
through.
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MATTHEW BECKIChrensl
ABOVE: DuWayne Sipper, executive director of The Path of Citrus County, assists by direct-
Ing traffic Into the parking lot of the Vineyard Christlan Fellowship church Thu rsday morming
as traffic mounts. The Path Is a reseue shelter for those needing home. Several Path clionts
wera at the Thanksgiving meal, enjoying the food and volunteering thelr help. RIGHT:

Vineyard Fellowshlp member Ellzabeth Knowles, left, and Ger Anglaton put the final touch-
es on food preparations Thursday morning before the meals are sarved. TOP: Buck Angleton,

like all of the kitchen workars, quickly makes his way through the kitchen delivering hot
food, right out of the oven.
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| have a happy Thanksgiving | ARl S
MicHAEL TeERRY
mterry@ichranicleoniine.com | el

T S Gkl LTS
For many, Thanksgiving Day is a time to help those
less fortunate living in the community, = == - =
Thursday &t the Vineyard Christinn Fellowship in |
Inverness was such an example, as more than a dogen

i
i

much-needed camaraderie s well.

The Rev Daye Shirkey, pastor of Vi nevard Christian
Fellowship, said the meals would nat be possible with-
out the dedicated volunteers who help prepare and
sarve the food.

In addition to Thanksgiving, volunteers also serve
meals on Christmas Eve and Thursdays throughout the
VeRn

“What has really been neat this year is that we've had
severil people who we don't even know calling us, vol-
unteering to help,” he sajd.

Lynne Clarke of Homosassa was one of those people
who, along with her two children, decided to give up a
portion of their Thanksgiving Day to volunteer at the
chiirch,

“People are lonely and their needs become more
apparent during the holidays.” she said, adding that vol-
unteering has been a great experience for her family

“We plan to do it again on Christmas,” she added.

For almast 10 years, Ormie Benson and his wife,
Madge, have been the driving forees behind the meals

"My wife is the boss lady," he said. “I'm around o do
the odds and ends while she runs the show"

Benson said it was nice (o have so many volunteers
helping this Thanksgiving

“We don't tum anybody down who wants o help,” he
said. “After all, this is all aboyt fellowship,"

“God told us a long time 28D, you start dofng this and
I'll provide,' and he bes" Henson added:

lla Lee and her mother Elizabeth, learnad
about the meal hy reading the newspaper

“We've really met some wond erful people here
today," she said, add ing that they came for the fellow-
ship as much as the meal.

Volunteer Shirley MeNaney said she could not think
of & better way to spend her Thanksgiving than volun-
leering to help the less fortunate living in Citrus County.

"It iz really & wonderful experience,” she said. adding
that the Bensons are a blessing with all that they do to
make the community & better place to live.
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