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County attempts to

, tﬂﬁﬂjf and point-in-time survey, in this case a six-page question-
ki ﬁlthuug}'l B],JEIII'?EF t‘iken b naire designed by the state homeless coalition to be
Monday will be a roug n:m_.mtat Eﬁt- handed out to those people known or thought to be

| the effort is needed to receive funding ~ homeless. Volunteers will target the county's three

shelters, soup kitchens at churches and any spots
and resources to ﬁght homelessness. where the hapmeless might seek work.

They will estimate Citrus’ homeless population
with the responses they receive both this morning
and Monday morning. It will be a rough count at best,
l In an effort to better serve the county's homeless coordinators said, but the effort is necessary to re-
| population, Citrus homeless advocates are setting out  celve funding and resources to fight homelessness,

today and Monday to quantify for the first ime how “This is something that we've got to do,” said
many people are without shelter. DuWayne Sipper, executive director of The Path
The county’s homeless coaliion will conduct a homeless shelter.
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count its homeless

He's also an executive board member of the
Mid-Florida Homeless Coalition executive board,
which serves Citrus, Hernando, Lake and Sumter
counties. All member counties plan to conduct similar
SUIVEYS,

“Tt helps us get points when we go down to put ot
grants In," he said.

But Sipper and other coordinators said the survey

|is worth more than the numbers it will produce.
Survey organizer Mary Lee Cubbison said service
providers are trying to learn more about who consti-
| futes the county’s homeless population.

The survey asks questions about an individual's
last home, family, employment, income and what

AM EDITION OF THE
| St Petersburg Times

caused his or her homelessness, The possible rea-
gons are plentiful: unemployment, divorce, eviction,
mental health or physical problems, lack of child care
or transportation.

“There’s so much misunderstanding about who
(homeless) people are,” said Cubbison, the county’s
director for the Marion-Citrus Mental Health Center.

It's not that the county ignores the problem, she
said, but it isn't as immediate or visible a concern as it
would be in more urban aress. Still, that doesn’t mean
Eigﬁus is without its share of homeless people, she
saic. .

*There are visual cues everywhere that there's a

" Please sea HOMELESS Page 8

answer (the guestions), I think

vices, . hink
d Hon,
HOI“EIBSS They already know ong, Cubbi: :ﬁgﬁﬁ_“m“ good information
fromPage 1 son said. Citrus has no transitional

homeless problem,” she said.

The survey also asks people
what types of services they us¢ or
need, such as emergency shelters,
rental assistance, medical and den-
tal care, child care and legal help.
Those answers will help plug pro-
viders into the gaps in county ser-

housing, a service particularly
needed for those who complete
Marion-Citrus Mental Health's 90-
day substance abuse rehabilitation
program. When participants come
out of it, they often have no money,
nu‘inh and nowhere to live, she
gaid.

“If we can get enough people to

Sipper said he won't be disap-
pointed if the responses are few.
He's got 10 heds at The Path, and
they are always full.

"] don't need a survey,” he said.
“] already know what's out gmrr_
My phone rings all day long.

— Colleen Jenkina can be reached at
B60-7303 or cjenkinssptimes.com:
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