Culture of giving
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At tha Path of Citrus County, night administrator Catherine Allen reads a bedtima Bible story to sleepy Grace Hensley, 5. Grace has been at the shelter with her
maother for about six weeks, The fajth-based charity offers not just hot meals and warm bads. The people there also try to guide the needy to thelr next path,

PLEASE SEE STORY, PAGE 2




1 -
e s o —]
- 1 iy a 5

RLUTH LEVIMNE/Special :l_'l the Emnir_‘n
Wayne Sipper, founder and director of The Path of Citrus County, a shelter for the homeless,
was the speaker at the Citrus County Retired Educators meeting held at the Withlacoochee

Technical Institute. Sipper (left) is shown accepting Path shelter donations from the Citrus
County Retired Educators.



Shelter to soon feel the love

The Path in line for
group 5 support ﬁmﬂ’s

CHERI HARRIS
charris@@chroniclaonline.com
Clrranicle
A faith-based homeless shelter that
has bean squealking by (inancially since
it opened in June 2001 is about to gel
support from & church women's group.

Leaders of Women of the Evangelical
Church in Ameries {ELCA) in Florida
and the Bahamas selected The Path of
Citrus County to receive the organiza-
tion's love offering in 2003 and 2004

Sharon Koelsch. president of the
Florida-Bahamas Synodical Women's
Organization, stated in an e-mail that
the group’s executive board selected
The Path fram 16 ministries,

Iora Susser of Crystal River, presi-
dent of the ELCA women's group forthe
Pinelands Conferenca, which includes

ELCA agrees to provide love
offerings this year and next.

Citrus County, submitted The Path for
consideration.

susser said she learned about The
Path through reading the Chronicle.
The stories sparked her interast.

*1 know there must be # lot of home-
less people in the Citrus County area,
and dlso over Florida. In this area, (o
me, they're hidden,” Susser said. ¥ [
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work.” Susser said.

She contacted Path director
DuWayne Sipper and request-
ed information about the
Beverly Hills shelter He sup-
plied and she recommended
The Path to the executive
boartd.

YT was so excited when they
ealled and let me know”
Susser said

Koelgeh said the goal for the
Love Qfering is $12,000 in 2003
and $2,000 in 2004 The organi-
zation also asks Love Oflering
recipients 1f there are any
items that could be collected
for them.

Kpoelseh said the board
favored the ministry because
the national women's ELOA

organization has emphasized
issiies relating o women and
children in poverty and women
and children in erisis. :

Receiving the love olfering
will make a huge difterence to
The Path. \

Last yean, Sipper said, he
operated the ministry for less
than S50,000.

drm really, . like, over
whelmed, becanse of all the
missions they could have cho-

don't know where they are.”

Then Susser discovered that the
church she attends, St Timothy's
Lutheran Church in Crystal River, had
supporied The Path as a benevolence
project.

' When she altended 8 Women of the
ELCA execulive board meeting in
February 2002, ‘she leamed that the
organization was looking for another
charity to support with a love offering,

“I' thotght, well, maybe The Path will
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gen in Florida, they chose us,”
Sipper sald. “And it's for two
vears running, so it will really
be a staple of our funding for
the next two vears.”

While Sipper is grateful for
the support from the Women's
ELCA, he said he doesn't con-
zider the shelter he opened in
June 2001 to be over the hump.

The Path currently has two
staflf members. Sipper lives at
the men's shelter, and Tracey

works

Dunean from the
women's shelter as g case man-
HEar

“We need support staff)”
Sipper said. We've got to gel
people undemeath us 50 we
can make this thing grow, and
we're not going to do it without
the funding.”

In 2002, Sipper sald, The
Path housed 60 people — fewer
than he would like, but a more
manageable number

Sheller residenls receive
assistance in finding employ-
ment, obtaining job training if
necessary and applying for gov-
ernment aid,

Residents are all required to
attend ¢hurch services and
Bible studies.

“Last year we slowed way
down, and concentrated on the
ones who were willing to work
and get back on their feet”
Sipper said.

SATURD
| .
Januaryr s, Jung

Wi Choficiensii-g cam

R



	Catherine pic Nov2003.bmp
	Educators pic Oct2003.bmp
	ELCA.bmp

