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On Monday night, Path of Citrus County presented its inaugural fund- and awareness-ralsing dinnor at Seven Rivers Preshyterian Church in Lecanto,
DuWayne Sipper, exacutive director of The Path, |s shown with Circuit Court Judge Patricls Thomas, who was Mistress of Ceramonles, and James P.
Gllls, M.D., guest spaaker. R - L [l ' '
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As The Path of Citrus County's
executive  director © DuWayne
Sipper took the stage at Monday's
fund-raising dinner, he strugeled (o
control the emotion in his voice
“Seven and a half years ago, I came
to Citrus County to die, but T kept
waking up,” he sajd.

He then went on to tall the mors

than 300 people present his story of

drugs and homelessness and lost-
ness of soul — and of a dream.

After he had found a loeal church

pid found salvation in Christ, he
had an “overpowering urge” to
danate his time al & local homeless
shelter, but  discovered CiHrus
Catmty didn't have one. For the
naxt five years, he “chased people
all over with: my crazy ideas"” he
said. At one time he had even want-
ed to purchase the old jail”in
[verness.

He met other like-minded people
who also wanted to help families in
naed and formed The Path as a res-
rue mission, but still with nowhera
to honse clients,

*Then we took out a three-line ad

in the newspaper; '‘The Path of

Cirus County 15 now accepling
land donations™ he said.

From there, The Path ook own-
erghip of' the Pirate's: Cove in
Ozello, which the ministcy sold
after seven davs for S150,000.

, but waking up

Sipper alzo told about opening a
thrift store, “which didn’t raise
money, butl sure raised awareness,”

Then two and & half years aga,
The Path purchazed two houses in
Beverly Hills, which are currently
usedas shelters. The dinner was to
raise money to hire stall (o handle
the abundance of neads the
Christian ministry receives daily
They raised ‘510,500, which fell
short of the 340,000 goal, but Sipper
said that’s just the amount from
one mnight. He  also received
“tremendous amoonis” ofl encour-
agement &nd interest i people
becoming regular donors.

Cireuit Judge Patricia !Thomas
zarved as Mistress of Ceremonies
for'the event Also, The Path's new
commercial, which will ba shown
on WYKE, debuted at the dinner:

The guest speaker of the cvening

was James P Gills, M1, founder of
St Luke's Cataract and  Laser
Institute in Tarpon Springs and
world-renowned  opthamologist,
cataract surgeon ard philanthro-
pist, who personally supports near-
Iy 50 Christian ministries from his
foundation

He i5 alzo a published author His
books include YDarwinism Under
the' Microscope” | and = "Love
Fulfilling the Ultimate Quest™ He
spoke-about love being the motivat-
ing factor Lo giving and he encour
aged the audience not to give out of
a sense of duby, but of a responseto
first receiving God's love.

YDon't give — don'§ be & part of
this organization until you feel
God's love,” he said, “then you're
ready to give”

For information about The Path,
call Sipperat S2T-6500



Special donation

WALTER CARLBOM! Foe (his Chranicia
DuWayne Slpper (right) executive director for The Path of
Citrus County homeless shelter, recelves a donation from
Warren Chase of the Presbyterlan Men's Fellowship, during
Il July 15 breakfast at the First Presbyterdan Church in
MY ETeSS,

Path hosts dinner to feed coffers

Board member
will cater event
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Helping those in need find
the path to wholeness takes
people and money

Cn Monday, Mov. 3, The Path
goapel rezcue shelter in Beverly
Hills will host a fund-raising
banquet at Seven Rivers
Presbyterian Church. Guest
speaker for the event will be
James P Gills, M.D., the founder
of St Luke’s Cataract and Laser
Institute in Tarpon Springs.

Gills is eurrently one of only
a few men who have completed
51X Double Iron Man triathlons
within 36 hours, In 2008, Gov
Jeb Bush appointed Gills to the
Florida Sports Foundation
Board of Directors, and his
charitable foundation regular
ly contributes to nearly 50
Christian ministries.

DuWayne Sipper. executive
director of The Path, said this
vear's buodget will exceed
100,000, and the goal for the
fund-raiser is 0,000,

"We don't get slate or federsl
funding,” he said, yet the min-
istry needs money to be able to
meet the needs of the people it
serves. He said they are con-
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excaed
100000 and
fund-raiser
goalis
£40.000.
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IMMEDIATE AND LONG-TERM PATH NEEDS:
B Meat, milk and chesss.

W Hibles with tabs and footnotes for study,
W Christian counssioms.

W GED teachers.

B Mator ol and transmission fluid.

W Diapers. B Laundry detergent.

B Volunteers to answer the phone.

W Fersonal hygiene items.

W A tractor with implements.

The Path said M Box fans. @ A generator. B Brochure rack,

~ Wedon't get state or
federal funding.

ceptrating on hiring and keep-
ing saff members, since lives
change when people work one-
on-one with people

The dinner will bring togeth-
er community, business amnd
church  leaders and’  their
fmends and co-workers. Sipper
said he would like 1o see 400
peaple attend. To cut down on
cost, Brian Press; o member of
The Path's board of directors,
will cater the turkey dinner,
and each tsble host will be
responsible for fable decors-
tions and place seitings,

Donations will be received at
the dinner Sipper said they
are foregoing the pledpe card

roule because S40000 in
pledges may onlv net 211,000
actusl dollars,

Sipper said the rescue shel-
ter, which serves homeless
individuals and families, hopes
io offér a variety of programs
and counseling to its clients, to
minister to the whole person
and not just treat symptoms A
lol of organizations give oul
services,” he said, “but unless
you deal with the rool causes,
you can't ix the problems.
Dtherwise, people just become
dependent on services,”

For mformation about Thi
Path or the Now 3 fund-raising
dinner, call Sipper at 527-6500,
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