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ental health dysfunetion is

rampant throughout the

country, With more than
one in five persons affected with
mood disorders or the conse-
quences of such the nation is in a
crisis. We are not prepared,

Untreated, mood disorders can
become the nightmare vou never
dreamed of, It can destroy relation-
ships, jobs, health and your pocket-
book. In severe cases a person can
become so disoriented he/she does
not even realize he/she is ill and
intervention may be required.

If & person becomes agitated tn
the point of injuring himself or oth-
ers, the antiquated Baker Act will
be utilized.

The Baker Act is the same as an
arrest, excepl the person being
arrested is not eriminal but ill And
this person can be handeuffed and
Is placed in the back of a police
cruiser and transported to the near-
est Baker Act bed, of which thore
are none in Citrus County:

Persons have been transported
Tor up to 18 hours before finding a
crisis psychiatrie hospital bed in &
neighboring county: Oftentimes, this
person does not have access to food
orwater orinilet And, this person is
ill. The need for crisis beds in Citrus
County is immediate and the solu-
Horisdag, =T e Tl =

We need funding for crisis beds,
socialization services and frans-
portation for this 20 percent of
Citrus County's population and
funds are slashed on a regular
basis, services are cut and people
gowithout treatment, medication or
love, Our children are put in jails
rather than in hospitals. The situa-
tion grows worse, and the number of
persons without treatment increas-

es,

You read ahout them in the paper

What you don't hear is how they
tried to get help and it was not there
for them because of money or trans-
portation or stigma. The hospitals
have even been closed due to lack of
funding, mostly due to the IMD
Exelusion, a federal government
payment discrimination. -

The. mission of the Depressive
and Manic Depressive Support
Group of Citrus County is to help
persons andfor their families (if the
family is still present) learn about
and then suecessfully live with the
of i ing of
depression or manic depression
(bipolar disorder).

We wholive or have lived with the
problem of mood disorders under-
stand as perhaps few others can. In
sharing our experience, strength
and hope with others we help to
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Baker Act needs immediate reform

STEVE ARTHUR
sar

_ Chronicle.

Tom, a d2year-old West Poin
graduate who was living in
Homosassa near his father a month
ago, was taken into eustody by
deputies after walking through his
neighborhood with a weapon he had
taken from his fathers house He
was convineed {o surrender by his
father.

Tom sutfers from bipolar disorder
and had heen experiencing a manic
phase of the disease. Ho was taken fo
the Marfon/Citrus Mental Health
faeility in Ocala for evaluation.

His fathersaid he was happy when
he learned that a Marion County
Judge ordered his son fo the VA hos-
pital in Gainesvijle to receive treat-
ment for hisiliness. -

The father said his son suffers
from a disease that causes him to suft
fer & chaatic rollercoaster existence
of extreme manic: highs turnine to
deap bouts of depression that bring
him teetering on the ledee of suicide.

Sherills reports substantiate what
Tom's father had to say abourt his son.
Tom had been in jail & few days
before being taken in for mental
evaluation. He was ficing charges of
ageravated assgult Shortly after
making bail for that. he was facing
another eharge of shoplifiing.

I was glad that finally he was
Zoing to get some help,” the man's
father said. T couldn't help him,
Nobody could Belp him. But finally
the systerm was there to help this vet-
eraf, my son. [ was 5o thankful, but
then they called me a day after he
went in and said they were releasing
fim.

John Piekens, 8 VA public affairs
officer: in Gainesville, put me in
touch with the doctor who released
Tom. The doctor explained that as
so0n as a mental patient no longer
shows signs of being a danger to him-
selforfo others, hé must be released,

“Those are the rules. I don't like
them, but we have to follow them,”

_the doctor safd,

“The spsten has let us down anee
again," Tom's father said, “I don’t
kniow what s going to happen to my -
oo,

His father said Tom is now staying
with his sister's family in lllinois.

Thousands = of mentally il
Americans are nol getting the psy-
chiatrie care they need. They are
shunted from police squad cars to
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