Rotary donation

BAN LaPETER Chronicls
The Rotary Club of Inverness recently donated a check to The Path of Chrus County.
DuWayne Slpper, executlve director of The Path accepts the check from Rotary Club mem-
bers Mary-Ann and Amold Virglhio,




Home sweet home

i Alesl : = HAUAN LaPETER Cryonicia |
eI O BN P long n trips to foreign countries of other states, & group MM Seven Rivers Preabytedan Church in Lecamto and
Nature Coast Community Church in Homosassa is spending the sumimer renovating Tha Path of Citfus Cointy's homaless shelter In Beverly Hills, Dayvid
hwanlek and his daughter, Alexandra, 9, wash paintbrushes July 13, while other volunteers scrape paint offthe exterior of the women's sheiter.




Misstons field extends to community s back yard

- Nancy Kenneoy
nkennedyf@chronicleoni ine.com
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U5 the season for churehy groups to

sions trips. While some local thureh-
"o are taking trips to eastern Europe,

Mexico — even Teqnessee — to work
in’ poor arcas and share

the gospel, one group f ;. away | from the missions-trip
ecided to take ifs missions trip U W The = esperience — o late-night talk
e ! ; . JE'E*A‘.B or practical jokeés. “But
Seven Hivers Preshyterian  goncept —  weirt doing our best to build &
hurch in Lecanto and Nature . ' ‘teain sense’ of mﬁp«!a wl:hrlnn.g
phed Conraunlly [ Chureh in it's designed mﬂflmmidmm /
nigsasEa Chose to spend their y Bl 254 eﬂlre-:-nmmmgmd i
lissions week working at The' like a ents fur & well-rounded missions
ith ol Clrus. County In Beverdy : - trip are the opportunities to
i1is, me;ltEEr]}‘. working at the missions w?{'r}_ﬂayﬂd wﬂr;h;g tnigreﬂl;tjf;n '
umen’s shelter: a1 by #ir work mvelved  cleanivg
TUnder the direction of the Revy. tl'lﬂ. ?'-!j-‘- B9 up the: Gutside jof the women's

yan, Jettos,  agsistant  pastor at

event Rivers, 20 people, ranging The Rev, repair work inside and cleaning
| age from toddler-to senior citi- Rysm Jeffes  Out the men's shelter garage o
g, mel each  morning . for avoed the work in 1T it into & workshop, :
reakfiast, | Saturday'/ through Bervarly Hifls. Play onamissions irip involves

ednesday, at the church, thon

dveled a8 4 group to the work site They
ol for Juneh st neon, worked some more,
o returned back to the church for dilll}-ET
s to participate in' ihe church's family
ible conference. | -

“The concept — it's -:leslg;ne-d like & mis-
ohis trip,” Jeffes said: He i himsell a vet-
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send their people on short-terin mis-

eran’ of several shorf-ferm missions trips,

hﬂﬂng recently returned to Citrus County

from a tripito inner-city Chattanooga, Tenn

HIwe were going away, we would seek to

pack everything we could into five days.

From morming to night, you hit the g:rmmd- !

r’unnuu;r The artly difference {with a “home”

miisaion) is that you would sléepin your own,

bed rather thin in a dormor s cabin.”
He said that lakes something

#d1 ghielter at The Path, doing $ome

‘anything from organized games
te squirting each other with water pistols
On this trip, the team spent Sunday after-
noon enjoying 4 picnie’ on' the church
prounds, tossing Frishees and playing on an
mﬂalnble w:uter'ﬁhdc
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la-t:t-l Brown and other voluntoers prepare the: wonm
uhpl'l:nrfnrlh'uh matnfgnmt.

Continued from Page 1C

Jeffes said the Bible éonfier-
ence  fulfilled the  worship
aspect of the trip,

“Usually on & missions trip,
there’s. preaching or' a Bible
study” he aaid,

Most ' missions trips also
include ministry opportunities
fort the tearn, such’ as vacation

Bible schools for neighborhood
children or streed -evangelism
Jeffes said this trip was “strict-
Iy housing rehab, mercy min-
istry to help this ministey in
Our rounty

Each person of family on the
trip paid to participate, with
the money used for bujlding
supplies and food. The church
subsidized part of the cost.

JefTes said that the people

who g0 on missions trips gener-
ally ' go 'because they want to

in & persﬂn to go out and “n:l::u“
mercy wherever there's a need.

“Hopefully, through organ-

ized ‘mercy  ministry, you're
casting ‘& vision,”
“That's what we really want
from people, that they will do
ministry in thelr own neighbor-
hoods and in their workplaces.

he o said.

“Organized {(missions) belps

people work in teams, aru:l we
can areomplish more in that

sense than with just one or two
people.

impact the pegple they will be
serving However, §i's usuglly
the people who go who benefil
Tore.

“Nol that we go' for that rea-
aon, but it searns {n work that
wax” he said. "Your heart ig
softened. Like the week e
wigre in Tennessee; You go into
these projects and out of 200
households, 195 of them have
no (adult) male in the house —
and there are all these chil-
dren. It breaks your heart, and

“But where people are just

living their lives as Christians,

they're so much more ¢ffective
— because the people around
them and who see them every-

day are able to sense, These
people are différent — what
makes them different?’ So they
ask questions and they come 1o
chureh and hear the gospel.
Then, a5 Christ changes their

lives, they cycle into a life of
gervice and do mercy  min-
25 A

you're affected, by that You
never forget those. =orts. of
things.

"The impact on the people
who 'golis that their eyes' are
opened to, how some people
live who sre really strugeling
You get a glimpse of people’s
guffering "

He said local mercy ministry
had the same impact - not that
one five-day, organized trip will
chinge people’s lives forever,
but that it stirs an inner desire
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