AMpie reruge
from strong
storms needed

answer is oftentimes neg-

lected until the Tast minute,
What would yvou and your family
do If a large-magnitude hurri-
cane hit?

Where would you go if evacua-
tion was recommended or mandat-
ed by local emergency authorities?

If vou chose to flee for safety
from the deadly winds and high
waters caused by such a storm,
would there be adeguate safe
space for you and your family?

As the eastern Aflantic hurri-
cane season draws near, there
seems to be some disagreement
existing among state and local
amergency officials across Florida
regarding
alnsWwers

Arcording to find- |
ings  recently. e |
leased from a study |
by the state Division |
of Emergency Man-
apFement, almost
every county in the
state would  be
unahle to provide
enough space for the
number of people

I t 15 & question for which an
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| THE ISSUE:
‘Hurricane sheiter
‘space lacking
in county
OUR OPINION:
Pregare
for possibility

ol high-magnstude:
storms.

First, the bad news, Locally,
there are no public shelters
aveilable that are structurally
rated to withstand a Category 4
or 3 hurricane; according to the
state’s 2002 Emergency Shelter
Flan. This docoment illustrates
that more than 86,500 Citrus
County. residents are LIVing In
aregs considered 1o be vulnera-
ble to wind or water surge dam-
age during a hurricane having
130 mph winds or higher, It fur-
ther estimates that more than
14,200 of these individuals would
seek public shelter during such a
storm, leaving local emergency
planners with a defieit of an
equil number

Now, the good
news. According to
the TFederal Emer
gency’ Management
Agency, only two
Catezory. 5 hurri-
canes havesdlruck
the 1.5, during the
past century 4 little
less comioriing, only
15 Category 4 hurri-
canes have made
landfall during the

e

speking shelter from
d major Hurricane.

The study shows that almost 50
percent of Florida's 67 counties
have & significant shorifall of
needed Space  in . facilities
designed to withstand the sus-
tained wind speed of a Category
4 or 3 hurricane.

A Category 4 hurricanes packs
winds of 131 to '150 mph; a
Category 5 is 156 mph or higher.

Many local emergency officials
around the state believe their
communities are adequately
prepared [or such emergencies
They believe the state agency is
unnecessarily exaggerating the
numbers of people who will
actually seek public shelter
based on smaller magnitude
storms in the past

Either way, there is good and
bhad news in this debate for
Citrus County:

same period of time
— yvet those who remember the
devastation that Hurricane
Andrew ‘wreaked on South
Florida aren't as eager to play the
odds as those who are unfamiliar
with death  and destroction
caused by wicked winds and
associated flooding.

Im light of this data, one could
taka the pozition that, statistical-
ly, history is in our favor We
have designated facilities in the
community that provide shelter
from storms as high
Category 3 hurricane. No locally
threatening storm of higher mag-
nitude has been recorded.

But, as the saving goes, il is
betier 1o be safe than sorrv. As
new, larger publie facilities are
built, ecareful eonsideration
should be given to building them

to meet the safety standards of

higher magnitude storms.
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to us after-a couple
of days #t the Hayes
Wodel.

. Doe, (we' love Mr
Doe and want to pro-
teet Iiis privacy came years old. He did not have

Nol wunusual In. Citrus
County, except Mr Doe js 34

Insurance, and none
of the madical faeili-
tias could move Lo

The Hayes Motel help, him  guickly
is .an extension of with the enormous
the' Jesus: Is 1II eosts thot surround
Ministry, and is a case like this
growing fast under Rotech donated
the- direetion of ; medical equipment,
Frank Bowers, _‘!‘;_ o oxVEEn.  machines

He had been : . oo and many trips to
referred from the Dieyng Sipper check his oxyeen to
Salvation ATmy GUEST keep him alive, DE
afterbeing released COLUMM 2 Komar  donated
from the emergency medicineg from his
room &l Citrus  Memorizl closet to Gl preseriptions. Dot

Hospital

Zipperer with the county

He was a diabetie, on 24 helped with a $100 donation for
hour oxygen and took many prescriptions

medications.

can give him the care he needs
and that a little shelter like
ours cannot provide,

What makes this important?
Three things: The teamwork of
all the ggencics — mentioned
and not mentioned — are an
example of the miracle of pri-
vate and public agencies work-
ing together to solve problems
like this every day with low
staffivolunteers and funding

We do not have many choices
in our county when it comes {o
sheltering people, and Citrus
Countians are mostly unaware
of the day-to-day problems
these agencies face, such as
divorce, abuse, single mother-
hood, jail, evictions, loss of
jobs, loss of transportation,
lack of affordable housing,
fixed incomes, disabilities,

Mr. Doe went to the hospital

encies’ teamwor

three times by ambulance
while he staved with us, in just
a month and a halll. Linda
Marzh, a Hospice nurse, and
her daughter, Missy, helped me
oul of & siluation that was ohvi-
ously. beyond our capabilities
by checking on hint

Just anhour before Mr Doe
wis found the last time, he was
fine. All of us had gone our sep-
arale ways and started our
day’s work thinking he was all
right. He was mshed to the hos-
pital with a very low oxygen
level, and while he was in the
ambulance, his pilse weak-
ened. He was given CFR, then
remained in eritical care for
almost bwo weeks

The doctors performed a tra-
cheotomy, and he now resides
in & full nursing facility that

(ITHLS Cnr_'.‘-«'nf (LY CrmoNICLE

makes difference

mental health, drugfaleohol
abuse; the list goes o

Citrus County still may not
understand the homeless prob-
lem az a whole. The causes of
homelessness or near-home-
lessness affect each of us Ib
taxes the beat of our agencies,
and costs our public agencies
dearly when responding after
the fact, If we have a pichire in
our minds of “bums on the
street” we need to erase 1t
onice and for all.

The Path of Citrus County,
which is & shelter, and these
other agencies, need your
financial and physical support
io ease the burden of home-
[esaness. \We encourage every-
one to get involved. or call for
more information on how they
ean help. Everyone has some

form ofa gift lo give to the com-
mumnity, even something as sim-
ple as making phone calls.
Helpus help them.

Mr Dee called us several
more times o tell us that he
was doing fine.

He asked for his Bible, some
personal items — and to also
just tease me & bit I always
knew when he was feeling bet-
ter because he liked to tease
me 50 much.

This was his way of saying " 1
love vou, man!™

— i

DuWayne Sipper, executive
director of The Path of Citrus
County, can be reached !’rﬁlﬁ..'-f?-
GO0, T4iHGTHA. Iis organiia-
tion alsa has a Web site:
pathofcifimsog




“‘You don

['you don’t have a tele-
Iphnnu. credit card or
an address to show oth-
| ers that you are an official
somebody, you are g
nobody:
Voting. lor example.
Voling is one of the most
imporiant rights of citizen-
ship, but without an
address to write down on

meeting organizer John
y :| Young had written a simple
W | message: “You don’t need a
/| home to vote,”

That's what Gill said, too,

She and her assistant
Maureen "Mo" Baird said
homeless people can pet
voler registration applica-
tion forms al libraries, driv-
ers license bureaus, at

the registration form, the  Steve Arthur banks, city halls, at state
voting machinery could FABLES & agencies and post offices as
easily grind to a shudder- FOIBLES well as voler registration
ing silence merely for lack oflices,

ol an address,

Fortunately, this is nof so in Citrus
County, where every resident, even
someone living Iin the woods, is
encotraged to vole.

This is thanks to the work of & small
- group of good-doers in the county who
are working to help the homeless to
regain their lives,

Working  with  Supervisor of
Elections Susan Gill, this group of
activists and representatives of faith-
based organizations have worked out
d way to overcome the “address” chal-
lenge. X

They came tozether last Tuesday in
the dining hall of St Margaret's
Episcopal Church in Inverness, just
alterthe chureh's Feed My Sheep pro-
gram (organized and run hy Ruth
Falsetti and her crew) was finished
feeding a group of eldery residents.

On the green bourd in large lotters.
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Homeless people will be
registered if they qualify to vote: If
they are U5, citizens, consider Citrus
County their home, are 18 years or
older, have not been convicted of g
felony or “adjudicated mentally inca-
pacitated with respect to voting in
Florida or any other state ™

Gill said a special provizion is in
place to allow the homeless who con-
sider Citrus County their home io
vate. They will vote at the fairgrounds,

“We don't expect to have a lot of
homeless people to rosister to vole;
however, if there are, we don't want to
disenfranchise anyone.™

She said a new stalewide database
linking all 67 Florida counties will
make it easy to delect voter frand, pre-
venting double or multiple registra-
tio

Young said that a voter registration
effort to reich the homeless will begin
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't need a home to vote’

at the various homeless shelters and
soup kitchens around the county, an,
effort that will coincide with a nation-
al homeless voters registration week,
of Sept. 22-24, 1
The homeless in Citrus Cou niy;
aceording to DuWayne Sipper of the,
faith-based shelter The Path of Citrus,
County, are not interstate drifters, but;
rather people who have lLived in the.
county for a long time. -
Single mothers, conples down on,
their luck, people who have been
evicted or escaped [rom lhei]*]]ﬂmesf
ind people with mental problems, ha.-
said, are among the growing number:
of homeless people in the county, ;
“There was a woman with three
children who turned up on our.
doorstep this moming” he said. b |
had to turn her away because we did-
n't have any room for her: It's becom-
Ing more who we are not helping,
rather than who we are helping.” ;
He said helping homeless people to.
register to vole goes a long way toward,
helping them recover their self:
respect. -
That's good, because for the 3.5 mil-
lion people experiencing homeless-.
ness each vear, self-respect may be the
only valuable thing they have,

e

Steve Arthur, & Chiranfele columnist, |
can be reached at 563-5660), Ext. 375,
or by e-mail af sarthunea

chronicleonline com. il
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